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over great mountains , and coming from it , I pafsM over Sivan- 
zenberg or the Black mountain , from whence I defcended lo. 
miles in a rocky Country ^ and farr more ftony thanthe: Crau or 
Campus lafidvff^ in Vrovence% and fo to Aidofchini and Geritia , 
and leaving tn^ScUvoman behind •, cntred into the Lingua Ful- 
Jana^ and fo onto this Noble and incomparably fortified City; 
where being yet uncertain , whether I fliould go to renUcy I 
would not omit to prefent you this accorapt, which I befeech 
you to accept from &c. 

Falma nova in FriuU June 1 5. 1 66^. 

An Aaomftfrorv the fame Dr. Browa 

Comerning an yn-comntcn Lake ^ called the T.\xdmtz^X'S^?^^» 
Carniola, 

HAving aofs'd the River Dravus^ andpafs'd MomtLui- 
bcl in the Carnick Alfes , by that noble paflTage , cut 
through the Rooks , and vaulted like that o( Paufilype nca: Na- 
ples 5 I had a defire to take a view of the Lakeoi zirdmtj::. , f o 
much fpokenof, and written on byfo fewi and therefore I 
wtntnmoCramhrg upon the River Savus, ^nd fo to Labach ^ 
thQ chid City o( Car mola*^ from whence I continued my Jour* 
ney in Carniola betwixt the Hills and a great Marfh , till I came 
to Broumz.za, two leagues from whence and beyond the Hills 
is feated the faid Lake , receiving that name from zirchmtz^ a 
town of about 300. houfes^ 

This Lake is near two German Miles long , and one broad. 
On the South-fide thereof lyes a great Forrcft , wherein are 
many Deer , and wild Boares , Wolves and Bears. On the 
North fide the Country is flat ; but the whole Valley is eBCom- 
paflfed with Hills, at fome diftance from it. 

This Lake is well fiU'd with Water forthe grcateft part of the 
Year 5 but in the Month of ^une it finketh under ground,not on- 
ly by percolation or falling through the pores of the Earth, but 
retireth under ground 5 through many great holes at the bottom 
of it : And in the Month of September it returns by the fame, and 
fo in a very fliort time fills up the Valley again. 

As the time of the waters Defcent is ihort , cfpecially when 
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the Lake grows lower, and hath for a while fliewed fome abate- 
ment , fo the Afcentand return is fpeedy ^ for at thefe holes it 
mountcth with fuch violence^that it fprings out of the ground 
to the height of a pike^ and foon covers the trac^ of Earth 



again. 



And this p eceof grounJ in the time of the retirement and ab- 
fence of the Water is not unHuitful , but by a fpeedy and plen- 
tiful produ5iiono[ Grafs yieldeth not onlyaprefent fuftenance 
for the beaftsof the field, but a goodprovifion of hay for the 
catile in the winter. 

Noi liavethe Inhabitants thereabout only the benefit of the 
ground b thcfe Commodities , butalfo therecreationand pro- 
fit by Hunting. For at the time of the waters abfence. Hares, 
Dter , Bo:ucs and other Animals come into it out of theneigh- 
boui iig Forreft and Country, and oie taken fever al wayes by 
than, 

» I e Lake isnoton'y thus filFd with water, but every year 
w ii fto cd Willi hih. The Prince oi Eckef:krg is Lord of it 
;tM ^ ot much C^miitry thereabout: Bur upon reftoring of the wa- 
ters all lijve ii!:»frty to FiOii and the fiihermen, ftandingup 
to th( waft at tf^e hcues before-mentioned , intercept the pai^ge 
ofth^^ F'lh, and cake a very great number of them , which o- 
therwift w^ uld be fecure for fome Months under the Earthy aad 
not fail to return in September. 

T!ie . ihot cIms Lake have a clofer habitation than thofc ofa- 
ny othei I know; for, tlieypafs fome Months under the Earth, 
and a good part of the Winter under Jce, I could not learn, 
that tlitre were any O'^^rj* in this Lake, (which othei wife muft 
probably have 1 1 ■ en the fame Gouife with the fiih-, ) nor that 
there were rniy rema kible extraneous ^^ubftances , any Vegeta- 
bles, or ufiknown Filhes brought up by the water, but thofe 
which come up arc of the fame kind with thofe which def- 
cended. 

But befide thefe holes at the bottom of the Lake (of which 

therearemuiv ) theeareal > iivejs Caverns and deep places in 

th.eCoun y o^CamieU^ even where there is now uer •, after the 

like manner as we have in the Fcad-cmmy^ md at Elden-kk 

10 Ei^gldnd. 
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Halfe an Englifli mile nearer the Lake th:Jn the town oi zirch- 
fiitz^ ftandsa vWhg^mm^A Seadorf ^ and nejgher to the Lake 
than this i another vil cige called Ni^^rdorfi between thefe two 
there are Corn-fields; vet fometimes theie lands :ue alfodrov^n'd* 
and *ti$ conceived , that there arc divers fubterraneous Caverns 
under theni: for,ic happens fometiT.cs at Niderdorf , that the 
ground (inks in fcvcral pbces upon the fudden retiring of the 
Lake % and the aforefaid Prince of Eckerjhctg was once fo curious, 
as todefcend intooneho'e, through which hep: (Tec! under an 
Hill , and came out on the other fide 5 as 1 was informed by Mon- 
fieur Andreas Wifer theprefent Judg of Zirchrutz , and alfoby 
^ohanes Wifer ^ who hath formerly held the fame place. 

The people.who are acquainted with the Lake, wet and dry , 
know where they are, and have a particular knowledge of the 
eminencies, vallies and inequalities of it: for^the bottom of the 
Lakeis not even > or near about the fame depths butfoiretimes 
two foot^and then fuddenly twenty yards deep. And becaufe 
theFifli haunt the deep places more than the (hallows*, they have 
given names to the 7. chiefeft cavities or valleys in the Lake. 

Itookboatatj\r/V/ifr^(?r/v and went divers miles on the Lake, 
paffing over the five firft valleyf. I wentalfo to a noted Stone, 
commonly called the Fifhers-ftone , which hath fomewhat of the 
ufe of the Nilefcofe-pillar^t Grand Cairoh for by a certain appea* 
ranee of that, they conjedure how foon the Lake will retire, I 
alfo palfed by a noted Hill, which, when the La^.cishigh,be- 
comes a plcafant ifland 5 and fo I returned, &c. 
Venice June 20. 1669. 
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